
Elisha Lomax – A Free Black Property Owner 

Elisha Lomax shows up in the Eusebius R Barnard farm 
ledger many times. In 1866 one page lists a Barnard and 
Lomax (misspelled Lomac) business to thresh grains for 
neighboring farms .  

 

 

 

 

In the “dates of various things” there is mention of buying 
a second-hand threshing machine. This would not have 
been a common piece of equipment on a farm back then. 

 

On the 1873 and 1883 Pocopson Township maps Elisha Lomax resides on a small farm along present day 
Wawaset Road (now part of the prison property). Lomax was a free black man who owned property, 
something quite rare in the 1800s. The five-acre farm was originally purchased by Elisha’s father James who in 
1845 purchased four acres from Samuel Martin in West Bradford for $300. The next year James purchased an 
additional ½ acre for $40 with the Enos Painter property identified as one of the borders. Since Pocopson Twp 
didn’t exist yet, the original West Bradford is listed on the deed. The 1850 Census (image 04) shows parents 
James (65) & Tobra (55) living on the property with son Elisha (19). In the 1860 Census only Elisha and his 
family are on the property. 

  

 



Elisha’s children show up in the attendance records at Locust Grove School. During the Civil War, Elisha served 
in the 6th Regiment of the US Colored Troops.   

In the 1880s, Elisha’s name appeared in local newspapers several 
times: 

• 1880 lightning bolt destroys cupboard killing young 
daughter 

• 1882 gashes hand with ax while pointing rails 
• 1883 accepts gauntlet and outdoes neighbor in hewing 

posts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elisha’s 1888 Will left the property to his son James along with $1 to several named children. Elisha died in 
1891 and was buried in the “Old Kennett Burial Ground”, today known as the Old Kennett Quaker Meeting 
Cemetery. Unfortunately, he died in debt. According to Chester County Archives “A look at our probate records 
shows that an Elisha Lomax (wife, Deborah) filed a will in 1891 and left his Pocopson property to his son, 
James. However, Elisha’s Orphans’ Court file #2713 indicates that a 5-acre, 22-perch property was ordered to 
be sold in order to settle outstanding debts. A James Lomax subsequently purchased the property from Elisha’s 
executor, E.G. Martin, for $400, as recorded in Deed Book A-11, page 148”.  The property was listed for sale in 
the Village Record in 1892 indicating a two-story frame house, new stable and carriage house. James had to 
purchase the property from the court to keep it in the family. 

 


