
The Calamities of Eusebius R Barnard 

Newspapers from past centuries had a common practice of publishing local 
happenings, many of which would be considered odd or mundane by today’s 
standards. Eusebius R Barnard (born November 2, 1840 - son of Eusebius Barnard), 
had several articles written about his unusual calamities over the decades.   

At 25 yrs old, Eusebius 
was severely kicked by a 
horse outside the Fox 
Chase Tavern on his way 
to Philadelphia. He was 

found lying on the ground, insensible.  

Sixteen years later, while gaping widely, his jaw got 
locked open. Crazed with pain, those around him 
were terrified. His hired help rushed him by wagon 
to the local doctor where the jaw was reset.  

In 1899, at 59 years old, Eusebius R slipped on a snow-
covered step while exiting his road cart. He fell across 
the wheel, breaking a rib.  

 

 

 

 

Eusebius R Barnard died April 14, 1915, having suffered a recent 
stroke after 20 months of illness caused by a fall. Descendents of 
Eusebius R recalled him falling down the narrow stairs by his 
kitchen. Though all of us suffer calamities throughout our lives, 
Eusebius R Barnard’s were both unique and played out in the local 
newspapers for everyone to see. 


