
Barnard Station – A Tale of Two Railroads 

Friends of Barnard Station selected the title for two 
reasons – its unofficial name as a stop on the 
Underground Railroad and official designation as a stop 
on the West Chester Street Railway trolley line. 

Eusebius and Sarah Barnard were abolitionists assisting 
in the transport of freedom seekers through Chester 
County. When activity increased necessitating 
establishing an additional UGRR route in the area, the 
Barnards were “among the first to make their residence 
an established station on this new line of travel” 
according to Smedley in his book History of the 
Underground Railroad in Chester and the Neighboring 
Counties of Pennsylvania.  

In the late 1800s, the West Chester Street 
Railway built a trolley line from West Chester to 
Lenape. At the same time the Lenape Dance Hall 
and Park were built and marketed as a 
destination for trolley riders.  

 

 

Nearby residents petitioned the trolley company to extend the 
line to Kennett Square. Eusebius R and brother Enos Barnard 
were very active in promoting the project, though they were at 
odds with a man named Taylor, a nearby property owner, as 
evidenced in a 1904 Daily Local News article. The Barnards 
enthusiasm prompted the railway to create a stop next to their 
property at the intersection of Wawaset Rd and Route 52, 
naming it Barnard Station.  
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The completion in 1904 of the Kennett and Lenape Branch of the West Chester Street Railway carried 
passengers and products from the Barnard farms and dairy.  

 

 

 

Postcards advertised a “beautiful scenic ride over 
picturesque and historic country hills and dales.” 

 

 

Trolley bridge foundation with Barnard House in 
background pictured below in 2024 
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